AUSTRALIA AND
PACIFIC (i)

EUROPEAN intervention in PACIFIC dates from
early voyages of Magellan and Portuguese traders
(i6th*-i7th centuries). Dutch occupied East Indian
Islands (see maps 45-48) and Spaniards the Philip-
pines. French and British voyages, end of i8th
century, resulted in British establishment in Aus-
tralia and French in some neighbouring islands.
With coming of steam power, Pacific Islands
proper (of which there are some thousands) attracted
European States and traders. Britain, France,
Germany, as well as Japan and U.S., joined in
scramble. Tahiti and other groups annexed by
France, 1842; New Caledonia, 1853. Britain took
Fiji Islands, 1874. Throughout whole of this period
natives kidnapped and exploited ruthlessly as cheap
labour for European-owned plantations. After Great
War, Japan succeeded to German possessions
(Marshall and Caroline Islands) north of equator;
extensive Japanese immigration into these islands
since taken place.
Estimated total area of Pacific Islands (excluding
Australia and New Zealand, but including New
Guinea), 380,000 square miles; population, about
2j million.
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